DECA New Member Initiation Ceremony

(adapted to DECA’s new vision)

Have members stand in one large circle around tables.

President:  The XXXXXX Chapter of DECA is now in session.  The purpose of our meeting is to receive into our organization a number of new members.  These candidates have been under the directions of the pledge mistress (our secretary) who will now report the results of her instructions.

Pledge Mistress (Secretary):  Ms. President, it a pleasure to report that all candidates have met the conditions for membership in our organization.  I certify to you that each is satisfactorily completing at least one semester of school work and has maintained a cooperative attitude on all matters pertaining of DECA membership.  Secretary hands the President the minute book.
President:  You have heard the report of the Pledge Mistress.  Let us proceed with the ceremony.

Pledge Mistress: Ms. President, I recommend that these candidates be formally granted the rights and privileges  of full membership in DECA.

President:  You are about to take an important step.  Your qualifications have been examined, and you have been recommended for membership in our organization.  This is an important occasion for you and for us.  It is one which we shall cherish in memory because it focuses our attention on thoughts and purposes that are central in our lives.

Vice President:  Our organization exists because it has high purpose to which all who become members commit themselves.  Members follow eight guiding principles which help fulfill our mission statement.
President:  First, DECA is integrated into classroom instruction.
Vice President:  Second, DECA applies learning.
Secretary:  Third, DECA connects to business.
Treasurer:  Fourth, DECA promotes competition. 
Historian:  Fifth, DECA prepares the next generation to be academically prepared.
Reporter:  Sixth, DECA prepares the next generation to be community oriented. 
Sgt. At Arms:  Seventh, DECA prepares the next generation to be professionally responsible. 
Vice President:  Finally, DECA prepares the next generation to be experienced leaders.
President:  In view of this statement of purpose of DECA, will you accept the responsibilities and obligations of membership in our organization and receive the meaning of symbols by which we express to one another our common purpose.  If you, the members, accept, please answer, “We Will.”

Candidates:  We Will.

President:  The basic design of our insignia is the diamond.  The diamond signifies value—the value we believe is inherent in the field of marketing, finance, hospitality and management.
Vice President:  Our mission statement states:  DECA prepares emerging leaders and entrepreneurs in marketing, finance, hospitality and management.  
Secretary:  The mission statement unifies chapters across the country and internationally. It also provides a clear purpose for our organization.
Treasurer:  The four attributes our organization values are competence, innovation, integrity, and teamwork.  
Reporter:  The color of this organization is blue.

Sgt. At Arms:  Blue suggests sincerity.  It suggests that we should be true to ourselves, and since it is the color of the heavens above us, it encourages us to reach upward.
Historian:  You have heard the explanation of our organization.  As members of DECA, you are expected to support the activities or our organization, to carry out the duties assigned to you, and be diligent attention to our work, to qualify for leadership by meeting the high standards set in work experiences, in school work, and in your character.
President:  You are now prepared to take the oath of membership in our organization.  As you repeat this oath, think of the meaning of the words you say an resolve to do your best to live by them.  Please all members repeat after me:

I solemnly pledge/ to carry out to the best of my abilities/ all the duties and responsibilities/ of members of DECA./  I fully accept the purpose of this organization/ and promise to uphold its ideals in my personal life/ and in my business activities./  I realize the importance of working cooperatively./  I will so conduct myself/ that will reflect honor upon the organization/ and I will, at all times/ endeavor to maintain high standards of personal integrity.

Each officer at this point begins to light the candles in the circle until all candles are lit.  When all candles are lit:

President:  I now declare you to be members of the XXXXXXX Chapter of DECA with all the rights and privileges of membership.  Now let us repeat our mission statement and guiding principles. 
Reading of the Mission Statement and Guiding Principles:  New member or as a group.

After all has been read, officers blow out the candles and members will follow.  Officers collect the candles in boxes from members.

